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nt i l  he decided to tear down his 1.500-foot

bungalow three years ago to bui ld a ntodem

house, a North Laguna Beach bachelor hardly

knew his neighbors of l0 years. The decision

certainly "fostered interaction" on this quiet.

t radi t ional  street.  he recal ls.  The neighbors.

afraid of losing their much-coveted vieu's of Emerald Bay. re-

sisted the encroachment of a modem home.

The original plan was to remodel. but as his vision greu' dur-

ing discussions with architects. the project 's scope expanded. " l

rvanted a contemporary house rvith sleek l ines. cable l ighting.

and open space for entertaining." he says.

He cornmissioned longt ime f i iend Al  Ol ig ino of  Ol ig ino

Construction Services of Laguna Beach to be his bui lder. and

for the design selected Laguna Beach-based Michael Blakernore

Architects Inc.. which special izes in high-end. modern residential
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ABOVE: Hand-blown l ta l ian l ight

f ix tures in the daughter 's bedroom.

I  FFT. Orpanza sheer embossed
nrrrc ia l  chandol ier  rcf lceiq l iohi  orzcr

the dining table.

projects. Blakernore's phi losophy. stated on the cornpany's Web

site, is to adapt "to the styl ist ic desire of our cl ients." a phi loso-

phy he put into practice on this project.

The or.r 'ner f i rst asked for classic, modern l ines. Then he mar-

ried a wornan rvith two teenagers. and decided to incorporate his

bride's preferences. which leaned l .nore toward what she cal ls
"Tuscany meets contentporary." Blakemore responded by soften-

ing the concrete and stainless-steel exterior with a mahogany and

larninate garage door, and adding rnahogany gates at the prop-

erty's polar ends.

Openness is a central feature of the home. although i ts well-

proport ioned, modem exterior only hints at '"vhat 's inside. From

a sleek, opaque front door, visi tors step into a main. open-plan

room that integrates space fbr l iv ing and dining. as rvel l  as the

kitchen. media roorn. and off ice. The dining area leads to a large

terrace with a captivating vierv of the bay.
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ABOVE: The ooaoue t i le tr im adds
dimension to the backsplash.

RIGHT: The owner's dog, Bel la,
peeks over the staircase rai l ing.

The office is just a step away from the living room and also
doubles as a guest room. It features a crescent-shaped, built-in
desk designed by Dora Brigham Interiors of Costa Mesa, and
overlooks a patio, landscaped by Elizabeth Leland ofDana Point,
with a cascading double-sided waterfall and a gas-fired fireplace,
which together add a dramatic touch to the architecture.

The home's Spanish porcelain-ti le f loors, which look l ike
rusted steel, change, chameleon-like, with the moving sun
and play against the warmth of the kitchen's Brazil ian cher-
ry wood f loor ing.  The ki tchen, which includes a massive
Dacor dishwasher, reflects the owner's passion for cooking
and entertaining.

Light f i l ters through the laminated skylight and stairwell
that lead to the second floor. In the daughter's bedroom, futur-
istic, hand-blown Italian light fixtures hang from the corners,
while the son's room looks out onto a courtyard that features a
round, freestanding fire pit. This is where the teenagers gather

with friends when not in the cozy downstairs family room.
A smoothly curved stucco wall, which displays the home-

owner's art collection, leads to the spacious master suite. A
fireplace warms the room, and the l3-foot glass walls of its
sitting area let in the sun, moon, and stars. The spa bathroom,
fitted with Carrara marble, includes a Kohler infinity tub.
Double-glass basins are set atop a raised-glass countertop and
cherry cabinet, a design the owners admired during their trav-
els to Italy.

From design to completion, construction ofthe 3,400-square-
foot house, delayed at times by rain and a wedding, took three
years. With good teamwork all around, the newlyweds sur-
vived the ordeal, and, in the process, created a comfortable and
well-designed modem home.

-Courtney Campbell is an Orange Coast contributing
wri ter  special iz ing in home design.
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