


Leorn the Rules.
So You Con Breok Them.

Elizobeth Lelond Finds Art in the Gorden
Story by )ennifer Hyndmon Photogrophy by Paul Jonason/Shoron Sumich

Elizabeth Leland has a space problem. With a showcase front

yard ablaze in color and texture, the back yard an outdoor living

room, and side yards experiencing various stages ofvegetable garden

and potter's workbench, Leland's "problem" is the eruy of the com-

munity.

"l'm just used to having more room," Leland says. "I grew up in

a house that was surrounded by a huge piece of property - a series

of wonderful yards and gardens - each one with a different activity or

theme. Between wanting to ride horses and plapng outdoors, I can't

remember ever being in the house."

Leland has never strayed far from her roots, so to speak, but she

didn't rediscover her calling until college. "I went to Foothill Coilege

- a beautiful Northern Califomia school situated in the Redwoods.

Above ond left: The Lelond.

designed Culinory Gorden ol

'The Botmon House," the lilm

vercion of the Bruce Woyne

monor. Otherwise known os

the 1997 Posodeno Show-

cose House. Herb gorden,

fruit trees, potted cittus ono

on outdoor dining enclove

moke lhis retreot more thon

fit for the defender of

Gothom City.
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Moin Photo:  "This lomi ly

wonied to downsize ond sim-

plily their life," Lelond soys.

"So they bought o beoutilul

little cottoge, ond creoted o

ploying oreo ond gorden to

motch with used brick ond o

simple gorden design."

Top - A Collo [ily shode gor.

den,

Center - one of two open-

design goles connected by o

rombling pothwoy.

Below - The Privote Gorden

Arlist.

lv{1' dad rvas in advertising - n'hich I didn't rvant to
go rnto - so 1 rvrs studving art,  although I didn't

think it would be very viable as a career.

"That's lvhen a lriend of mine noticed hor.v

n.ruch I loved gardening as much as art and asked me

rvhy' I didn t pursue landscape architecture as a

career. I had never even heard of it before "

A prolcssors recommendation and four vears

later, Leland found herself deep in dipkrma u'ith

honors lrom Utah State Universitl , but competing
rvith mostly men rvith a great deal of field experience.

"Not a lot o[ r.vomen pursued landscape architecture
lJ r)r  srr  VeJrq : rs()  "  she c: tVc " .And r ' , r r r  neet led to

come off confident and competent around architects

and engineers. So I needed a little experience under

m1'belt.  And to just get over being sh1'."

That experience came from a serendipitous

meeting and subsequent apprenticeship rvith a

Laguna Beach icon and godfather of landscape archi-
t - .  r , , , -  E"-r  r .^ . .  , ,1.1o., .1s the most wonderful  men-

tor I could have had," say's Leland. "He rvas a tiny,

eccentric German man in his seventies. He rvas

incredibll well -respected in Orange Countl' for his

u'ork designing the landscape for Dana Point Harbor

and the John Wayne Alrport.  He taught plant mate-

r ials at UC In' ine, and he reaLl) '  taught me that
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. lnderstancl ing plants r i i rs esscnlr ir l  to l lncisr.r]rr '

r lchrtectulc, rrnd that rt  made al l  thc gradrng. rr l l  th. '

tc(rmetn',  ancl a1l thc thcon' conrc together.

" l  nevcr kne*' nrv grandprrrcnts. and Frccl u. i- .
.  r l lv  rh, .  , ' r  rn, l i  r th, ' r  I  r r ,_q g1 l1.1ql  "

I  enp s rnl lucn( e (.m l le seen ln Le land s absolutc

.:rpth and brcadth ol vision shc brrngs trr hcl clrcnts

.,cla) ' .  " l ts much molc enjol 'ablc to n'ork rrt th rt

. l rcnt r.vhosc home rcf lccts therr sor-r l  and Pcrsonali-
i . "  she sa1s. " l  get  a fccl  l t r l  the i l  |crsLrn] l r t \  lcrrn-
' '  '  - r -  - ' - '  ' r -  " -  r ' r '^-  ' -  |  chsl ikcs.  Thrs krncl  o l  brrckLq Jrr ! ,L lL l l lL i l  l tNt>. l l l t l

,ncl fort l ' r  clrscr.rsston nrake ftrr a nr()rc dist lnct ivc grlr-

. :en.  becausc i t 's  t ru l l  i r  rct lect i ' rn,r l  them. [  1Lr: t  hclp

E!{t ,
I ' r , r

t l r r r r r  gt ' t  thclr . "

Lclncl s ou-n drcarl  home is sr-rspiciouslv lack-

rng rn dctrr l .  br-rt  the prol)ertv i t  si ts upon is another

. t r r t ' )

" lclc-al ly. urv ht 'rusc t ' truld hc .;ust r srntplc l ' rox

, ,n . r  h i l l  r i i th rr  v ieu'ol  thc ocean."  she savs. " [ 'c l  have

plcntv ol grrrder-rs - .r  tc. l  g;rrdcn. uitrus g,ttr lcn. a

\ lecl i tcrranclur gardcn. lr  shade galdcn, an ol l tdoor
'cocktarl  loungc, a vcgctrrble gardcn - a bit  ol cvery'-

th ing. '

Pnr' .r tc ( iardens crttr  be reachecl at (9+9) 2+0-
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Four potted lemon trees ond

worm terro cotto wolls mork

the corners of Lelond's own

"Citrus Lounge" - o hoven lor

orphon plonls not used in

clients' gordens. A topestry

of lexture ond color conve

nient ly use simi lor  omounls

ol sun, shode ond woter,

including red Auslrol ion

"Kongoroo Pows," fore-

ground.
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